THE PRIME MINISTERS ROOM

In the original scheme of a * National * Government, there
was a ready-made Cabinet. The names suggested would have
been a Ministry of all the talents and yet it would have been
a heterogeneous collection of incompatible personalities: Snow-
den and Baldwin, Simon and Lloyd George, Mosley and
MacDonald, Henderson and Churchill. The strategy of
inserting these names is known in card-playing as finessing
and in biology as protective coloration.

There was one name on the list, however, which gave rise
to some misgiving in the minds of both the Prime Minister
and Baldwin. Snowden, with his perfervid allegiance to Free
Trade, might prove difficult; yet the help of the Chancellor
of the Exchequer was indispensable. But Snowden was
resigning from the House of Commons and could be relied
upon not to make trouble until, at least, he was out of harm's
way in the unassailable security of the House of Lords.

It may well be that Baldwin was not at that time a party to
a plot to overthrow the Labour Government. Indeed, it
would be characteristic Baldwinian tactics to be cautiously
and discreetly non-committal. After all, the first executive
act must come from MacDonald. All he needed to know
was exactly where Baldwin stood. When he learned that the
Conservative leader was friendly, it was up to the Prime
Minister to make the running.

The Tory leader is fond of fairy tales. Here is an applica-
tion of one that is apposite. Cinderalla Baldwin sits solitary
and disconsolate by the fire. The Ugly Sisters (Beaverbrook
and Rothermere) have gone to the ball. Suddenly fairy
godmother (MacDonald) appears with the coach (c National *
Government) drawn by a team of beautiful * rats.*
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